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CHURCH GATE TO PALACE GATE

Start at the junction of Church Gate and Fulham High Street.

The building on the corner is a pub called O’Neill’s.
It wasn’t always a pub - look at this photograph taken in 1974.

1a. How long ago was this?      years ago.

1b. What was the building used for then?     

1c. Do you think the area looks different?     YES      NO 

1d. Describe any changes you can see.

Billiards (Temperance Billiard Hall).
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1e. Look at the glass in the windows. Do you like the designs?

      YES      NO 

Why?

1f. Draw a part of the design

This kind of design is known as ART NOUVEAU.  
Find out more about this art movement at school.

ART NOUVEAU. 1880 - 1910.

European, especially French, architects and designers (Lalique, Galle and 
Tiffany) took art nouveau (new art) to heart.

Stylised, oriental inspired flowers and foliage decorated fabrics, tiles, glass and 
wallpaper. New sinuous curvy lines began to appear on furniture, metalwork, 
posters, glassware, curtains and in architecture (Paris Metro Stations).
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Look at the houses numbered 5 and 6 Church Gate.

2a. Describe the main features of the houses.

This is a typical example of GEORGIAN architecture.

2b. Do you like this kind of architecture?     YES      NO 

Why?

Look carefully at Number 6.  
Can you find a metal badge on the wall - look between the first floor windows.

2c. Draw the badge here.

Brick built, sash windows, lack of ornamentation, plain, symmetry and balance, 
brick parapet around roof. Early 18th century.

Listed Grade II.

Notes on Georgian Architecture in Introduction.

Before 1833 (when the first fire brigade for London was formed) people insuring 
their houses against fire were given a badge or FIRE INSURANCE MARK  to 
fix on the outside. Each insurance company had their own fire engines. Often 
when a fire started a number of different company’s firemen would arrive BUT 
if the building did not have their badge or mark, they would leave.
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Walk past numbers 7 to 10 Church Gate to Sir William Powell Almshouses.

3a. This kind of architecture is called GOTHIC. Do you like it?     YES      NO 

3b. Why?

The almshouses were originally in Burlington Road, Fulham. 
 

3c. Find the date they were rebuilt here (look by the tower). 

Almshouses were built by charities to house poorer people and the elderly.

3d. Who provides such housing today?

Notes on Gothic Architecture in Introduction.

Originally built in 1680. They were rebuilt on this site in 1869.

1869.

Local authorities.

Housing associations.
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Go into the Vicarage Garden.

This was the site of the old vicarage which was knocked down in 1933.
Look at this map of 1896.

4. Mark with an ✗ on the map where you are standing now.
(Remember Church Gate used to be called Church Row, you have just seen the  
almshouses and there used to be a vicarage here).

✗
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Go back into Church Gate.

Look at this photograph of Church Gate taken in 1904.

5a. Find the place where it was taken from.

5b. 

  What has stayed the same?                              What has changed?
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Go through the gates in to the church yard.

6a. Write down some of the words which describe your feelings about this place.

6b. Why do you think it is difficult to read the writing on some of the tombstones?

Walk towards All Saints Church.

6c. Describe the tower.

Weathering - worn after so many years’ exposure to the weather. 

There are ten Bishops of London buried here.

TOWER: Stone built, (Kentish ragstone). It is square, 96 feet high in four stages 
with battlements and clock.

This is All Saints Church. There is evidence for a church on this site from the 
mid 13th century. Except for the tower, which is 15th century, the rest of the 
church was rebuilt in 1880-81.

You can look into the church through the glass doors which were installed in 
2000.

The church is open everyday from 12.00 to 3.00pm.

For further information and to arrange visits: 
Website - www.allsaints-fulham.org.uk
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Go out of the church yard by the south entrance and cross the road into the ornamental 
gardens, Pryors Bank.

Have a look in the subway underneath Putney Bridge. There is a modern, colourful  
mosaic of a river scene.

7. What do you think the mosaic represents?

In the ornamental gardens there are a number of statues.
They were presented by James Wedgewood to commemorate the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II.

8. When was the coronation?     

Go to the river embankment and stand by the bridge.

Find an inscription cut into the stone.
The stone is a rock called GRANITE.

9a. When was Putney Bridge built?     

9b. Who was the architect who designed the bridge? (top name) 

    
      

The Oxford and Cambridge Universities Boat Race. Putney Bridge is the 
starting point of the race. The first Putney to Mortlake race took place in 1845.

1953.

1886.

Sir Joseph Bazalgette
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Go to Pryors Bank Pavilion.

Pryors Bank Pavilion was opened in 1900 and was used for selling refreshments.

10. What is it used for today?     

Go to the entrance to Bishop’s Park.

There is an information board here about the Park.
A bit further along the footpath there is another information board. This tells you about 
the Moat that used to go all round Fulham Palace.

Walk along to the pink granite memorial.

This commemorates the International Brigade who fought in the Spanish Civil War.

11. When was the Spanish Civil War?     

You can find out more about the Spanish Civil War at school.

Kidsactive - play opportunities for disabled children.

1936-1939.
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Go back to the river walk and the embankment.

This photograph shows the river walk in about 1905.

12. What has changed?

The river wall was completed in 1893. Up to then this area was known as 
Bishop’s Meadow, it was very low and used to get flooded quite often. In 1884 
the Church gave the land to the local authority on condition it would be laid 
out as a public recreation ground. The completed park was opened in December 
1893.
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Go along the River Walk.

As you walk along the riverside make a list of how the river is being used by people and 
wildlife.

13a. People on the river.

  Are there any people on the river? What are they doing? What kind of boats are there?       
  How many?

13b. Wildlife on the river.

  Are there any birds on the river? What kind are they? What are they doing?  
  How many?
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Walk along to the skateboarding/recreation area.

This photograph was taken about 1903.

Can you see a building that is in the photograph (towards the left hand side)?

14a. What is it used for today?

14b. Look at the children in the photograph. Describe how they are dressed.

Refreshments.
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The large building which has been knocked down was a bandstand. 

14c. Why do you think bandstands were important to people at this time?

There were no records/tapes/CDs/DVDs/video/television. So the only place 
where most people could hear music would be in public parks. Look carefully at 
the photograph - can you see the musicians and their music stands?
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Go to the paddling pool.

Look at this photograph of the paddling pool taken about 1912.

Can you find the houses in the photograph?

15a. Why do you think the photograph is called ‘The Sands’?

15b. Why do you think they made the paddling pool like the seaside?

It was made to look like the seaside. Two barges of sea sand were brought to 
make it like a beach.

It was difficult and expensive to travel then. It was made as a beach for local 
people who couldn’t get to the coast.
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Go to the information board ‘Bishop’s Park Ornamental Pond’.

16. Look at the board and write down some of the animals that live in and around the 
pond.

Go past Bishop’s Rainbow Playhouse and Playground.

Look at the boundary walls - they are made of terracotta. They have letters and coats of 
arms on them.

Find a panel with letters on. Can you work out what the letters are?

They are the letters F, B and C.

17a. What do you think the letters stand for?

17b. Draw a part of the coat of arms.

How many can you see?

Fulham Borough Council.

Terracotta - a material based on clay used to make a range of decorative items 
such as tiles and pots.
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Go to the Stevenage Road/Bishop’s Park Road entrance.

There is an information board which tells us a great deal about the park.
The park was originally opened in 1893.

18. Who officially opened the park?

Go past the toilets, refreshment bar and aviary to the Bishop’s Avenue entrance.

This is the main entrance to Fulham Palace.
Look at the information board.

19a. Who used to live in the Palace?

19b. What can you see there now?

Sir John Hutton, Chairman of  L.C.C. (London County Council)

The Bishop of London. When Bishop Robert Stopford retired in 1972 it 
finished as official residence to the Bishops of London. In 1973 the Church 
Commissioners leased it to the London Borough of Hammersmith for 100 
years.

Museum.

Botanic Gardens.

Conservation Area.

For more information about the Palace or to arrange a visit: 
Phone 020 7736 3233


