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Chair’s Report
This year the Board of Trustees developed a new business plan to take us through 
the  challenges of the next three years with confidence. The increasing number of 
new developments taking place locally mean there is an ever greater need for us to 
focus on  engaging young people with the changing urban environment. We were 
pleased to co-opt local resident Andrew Pendleton, Campaign Manager of Friends of 
the Earth onto the Board.

Our Tri-borough Outdoor Learning project, supported by John Lyon’s Charity 
completed its second year. This project has enabled us to reach out to new schools 
in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and the City of Westminster and 
develop a new outdoor learning programme. As a result, we have been able to offer 
schools more opportunities for enquiry based in their local area and have formed 
some firm links with new schools.

Our new Tales of The Thames Path Project began, supported by Heritage Lottery 
Fund, and celebrating twenty years of this wonderful national trail began this year. 
We were pleased to welcome Carlos Izsak as our new education officer to lead this 
project. With the help of partner organisations, we are working with eight primary 
schools in Hammersmith and Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea inspiring children 
about riverside heritage.

In partnership with the Food Explorers, we worked on a new project, The Children 
of Portobello and Golborne Road, exploring the food and cultural heritage on the 
150th anniversary of these 
iconic markets. Children 
from two local schools took 
part in discovery sessions, 
participated in a short film 
and made a brochure to share 
their discoveries with the local 
community.

It has been a busy and 
productive year. I would like 
to thank the staff for their 
hard work and commitment, 
the Board of Trustees for all 
their support and all those 
who have helped us this year 
either by volunteering their 
time or with financial support 
throughout the year.

Hilda McCafferty, Chair



Our Work in Numbers
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Number of participants learning with the Urban Studies Centre 2015-2016 
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Teacher and Adult Training 

3,743 learning experiences, working with children, young people and 
adults over a range of 11 different projects and events. 

Schools

Participants



Active Local Learning 
Children and young people in twenty six 
schools in Hammersmith and Fulham enjoyed 
learning about the local environment and how 
to keep fit and healthy.

“This is more fun than 
break!”  
Y4 student, Fulham Bilingual School

School Travel
We promoted active travel with ten schools in 
Hammersmith and Fulham, aiming to reduce 
pollution from cars and involving children in 
their school’s travel plan.

“I loved meeting the 
experts!” 
Y4 student, Flora Gardens Primary School

Children’s Choice Conference
Seventy children from Kensington and Chelsea 
and Hammersmith and Fulham gathered 
together in Kensington Town Hall for a day of 
interesting workshops and discussions on the 
theme of Children’s Voice (in partnership with 
Epic CIC).

“Great organisation, speakers and leaders. Very child 
friendly”
Y5 Teacher, St. Joseph’s Primary School

Children’s Parliament on the Environment
Year 6 children from ten primary schools in Hammersmith and Fulham and Kensington and 
Chelsea researched a wide range of environmental topics of importance to their own school. They 
showcased their work during a special event in Hammersmith Town Hall, attended by an audience 
of their peers and invited adult guests.

“We loved it! A valuable experience for the children”   
Y6 Teacher, Fulham Primary School

Continual Professional Development  
We delivered training for NQTs in Local and Outdoor Learning within the Tri-borough Education 
Service, also for Roehampton University and whole staff teams at Essendine and Miles Coverdale 
Primary Schools. We co-led training with Holland Park Ecology Service in Outdoor Science and 
Geography. We also facilitated the Geography and History Good Practice Network.

“Very enjoyable, very useful, well presented and planned!” 
Roehampton University student

Annual Projects

Children’s Parliament



Special Projects
Portobello and Golborne Road
Kensington and Chelsea children celebrated the food, culture and heritage of Portobello and 
Golborne Road, marking the 150th birthday of the markets. They contributed to a new brochure 
and a film (in partnership with the Food Explorers)

“Children enjoyed the opportunity to explore the local area 
and interview key figures”
 Y4/3 Teacher, Bevington Primary School

Tri-borough Outdoor Learning 
This project went from strength to strength 
in its second year and included an Outdoor 
Learning Day involving over a hundred children 
from Park Walk and Ashburnham Primary 
Schools held in Westfield Park in Chelsea. We 
also designed and delivered two whole school 
geography days around Little Venice and 
Paddington for St. Mary Magdalene Primary 
School.

“The children really enjoyed 
the sessions and the 
project raised the profile of 
geography in our school” 

Y1 Teacher, St. Mary Magdalene Primary 
School

Tales of the Thames Path
Local primary school children discovered 
heritage and stories all along the riverside 
from Hammersmith to Chelsea, celebrating 
20 years of the Thames Path. The project will 
culminate next year with a children’s film and 
their own brochure.

“I learnt that Sir Joseph Bazalgette built Putney Bridge and 
that archeologists visit the foreshore to discover things” 
Y5 student, All Saints Primary School

Earls Court 
This year focused on local area discovery for children and young people from the Earls Court area: 
Each school group investigated its own part of Earls Court, looking at its history, green spaces and 
current changes in the built environment.

“The whole project from start to finish was fun, interesting 
and exciting” 
Year 3 Teacher, Fulham Primary School

Moya O’Hara, Director

Tales of the Thames Path



About Urban 
Studies
Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre is a voluntary organisation 
which was established in 1983. The Centre has an educational role, offering 
opportunities to children and young people to learn about all aspects of 
the local urban environment. The aim of the work is to help young people 
understand the process of change and how change impacts on different 
groups of people and the importance of sustainability in urban community 
developments. We aim to enable them to acquire the skills, knowledge and 
confidence to participate, through active learning and discussion, in the 
shaping of the local environment.

The Centre’s small team has extensive teaching experience with children, 
young people and adults. They are experienced in designing and developing 
learning materials relating to the local area for all age groups. Teacher 
training is also delivered to local teachers and environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes are delivered for groups from 5 - 18 
years. We follow the National Curriculum with the local area as a focus, 
encompassing aspects of history, geography, science and citizenship. We 
support a creative curriculum by offering memorable experiences outside of 
the classroom and emphasise active learning grounded in young people’s 
experience and perspective. 

 

Events 
We also participated in some lively family 
events throughout the year. 

Riverside Ecology Day

North End Road Summer Market

Marcus Garvey Park Picnic

White City Play Day

Find Your London Riverside Day



Salaries £89,265 

Freelance Staff £5,229 

Project Materials & Expenses £7,524 

Premises Costs £8,101 

Printing, Stationary, Communications & Computer  £2,295 

Governance Costs £3,827 

Professional and Acccountancy £1,772 

Travel, Conferences, Training and Sundries £1,118 

Finance
This year our income was £119,802 and our total expenditure was 
£119,397 leaving us with a surplus of £405. 

Many thanks to our funders this year: The London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, The 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, John Lyon’s Charity, Heritage Lottery Fund, Capco, 
British Ecological Society, Hammersmith United Charities, Greater London Authority, and local 
schools and colleges.

Mary-Lou Wedderburn - Treasurer

LBHF Grants £11,612 (Local Active Learning) 

School Travel Project £20,000 (LBHF) 

Children’s Parliament on the Environment £8,000 (£4,000 RBKC, £4,000 LBHF) 

Tales of the Thames Path £17,086 (Heritage Lottery Fund) 

Earls Court Project £20,000 (C&C Management Services) 

Tri-Borough Outdoor Learning Project £25,000 (John Lyon's Charity) 

Portobello Road Project £4,370 (The Food Explorers) 

Events £3,064 - Riverside Ecology Day (1,864), Read in the Park (£600), 
Find Your London (£600) 

Other Income and Education Fees £10,645 

Bank Interest £25 

Income

Expenditure



Staff
Moya O’Hara (Director)

Emily Munn (Education Officer)

Carlos Izsak (Education Officer)

Jo MacMenamin (Education Officer)

Sara Butler (Book keeper)

Board of Trustees
Hilda McCafferty - Chair

Cathryn Maund -Vice Chair

Mary-Lou Wedderburn - Treasurer 

Alex Morgan

John Putnam

Louanne Tranchell

Sean Adamson

Jill Carey

Alwyn Simpson

Co-opted members

Jenny Stark

Andrew Pendleton

Hammersmith & Fulham 
Urban Studies Centre

The Lilla Huset

191 Talgarth Road

London W6 8BJ

tel 020 8741 7138

email moya@hfusc.org.uk

website www.hfusc.org.uk
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