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CASE STUDY ONE: Mapping your Market

What we did:
Miles Coverdale Year 3 kicked off their project by looking at aerial images of their local area to locate 
Shepherds Bush Market, their school, Shepherds Bush Green, key landmarks like Queens Park 
Rangers Stadium, Westfield Shopping Centre, the BBC and local tube stations, Goldhawk Road and 
Shepherds Bush Road.

After sharing stories and thoughts about their current knowledge and use of the market, children 
marked the area of the market on a map with highlighter pens and labelled the key landmarks of the 
area. Some were able to locate where they lived if nearby.

We then watched a PowerPoint presentation all about the history of the market using archive 
photographs and images found on Google, in particular how it was set up in 1914 for soldiers 
returning from the war, what was sold there and how diversity of people and goods have changed and 
diversified over the last 100 years. 

We then thought of 5-10 words to describe the market and used these words to create a poem. 

In the Shepherds Bush Market,

I can see wonderful things.

Like necklaces and bracelets,

and beautiful rings.

 
In the Shepherds Bush Market,

I like to see;

So many countries

In front of me.
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CASE STUDY TWO: Exploring your Market

What we did:
After a quick recap of last week and an explanation of the trail, booklets and pencils were handed out 
before splitting the class into groups. We had adult volunteers and TA’s helping out to allow for small 
group ratios. Each group started at a different point or question on the trail and followed a particular 
route.

Shepherds Bush Market is 5 minutes walk from Miles Coverdale School so we walked to the Uxbridge 
Road entrance to start our exploring. Leaders were reminded of a time to meet back together and 
where to start their trail. 

Children explored the market using the trail booklet as a prompt, focus and route. Written answers 
were encouraged yet questions and conversations with stall holders and shoppers plus sensing 
the sights and sounds of the market were the main focus of the visit. Children took photographs of 
interesting goods and stalls at the market.

On returning to the classroom, children shared their favourite thing with their partners, and then 
something they learnt with the whole class. 
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CASE STUDY THREE: Meet the Professionals & Archive Visit

What we did:
Miles Coverdale Year 3 jumped on the tube that rattles south over Shepherds Bush Market to 
Hammersmith to visit us here at the Lilla Huset, the home of the Urban Studies Centre classroom and 
the Hammersmith & Fulham Borough Archive. After settling in, a quick hello and recap on last week’s 
fun visit to the market itself, various professionals were introduced to the children and the afternoon’s 
session was explained. 

Splitting the class into three, our carousel of activities allowed every child to participate in all activities 
and discuss Shepherds Bush Market with the professionals. The first group visited Ana in the Borough 
Archive who explained why it was there and showed the children a 350 year old book made from 
sheep’s skin! They then looked at newspaper clippings on the microfilm machine and answered 
questions about photos and other newspaper articles of stories from the market that we had found.

Next up, children looked at a model of the proposed housing and new design of Shepherds Bush 
Market. Chris and Nat did a great job in answering some brilliant questions from the children and 
being patient with their hands on approach to understanding the model.

Our third carousel activity allowed children to explain the Shepherds Bush Market project to 
developers, Richard and Jean. They spoke of their discoveries at the market last week and asked 
questions about the job of being a developer. The children enjoyed fun informal chats and note taking 
about key findings. 

We soon realised that we could spend all day talking, discussing, questioning and enjoying time with 
the professionals. Children ask great open minded questions and they were genuinely very interested 
in all that went on. We would recommend doing this session over a whole day if you can and the more 
professionals that could be available for the children to chat with and interview – the better! 
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CASE STUDY FOUR: Postcards & Planning

What we did:
This week we had a gentle session giving time to take stock of what we’ve learned so far, think about 
becoming film crews for the day and enjoy creating and finishing our poems and postcards. 

We had some wonderful support from Nicki Anastasi, a freelance film producer who gave the children 
top tips and answered questions about different film roles. (The Media Trust might be able to put you 
in touch with volunteer professionals in your area). As part of this discussion, we explored what kinds 
of questions we might like to ask the stall holders and shop keepers at the market. 

We completed a quick recap sheet where Year 3 jotted down some notes about what they’ve learnt 
so far about the market’s past and future, plus they each wrote some questions to ask people at the 
market. Some of these were included in the interview sheets prepared for Session Five. 

The children then happily continued to write their poems and complete their postcards. If time allows, 
have children practice using all of the equipment to learn what makes a good shot and be mindful of 
the sound recording hat they’re collecting. 
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CASE STUDY FIVE: Film Day!

What we did:
Everybody wanted to be the camera operator yet with encouraging explanations of the importance of 
all roles in the film crew, badges distributed and shared roles, we had a really fun afternoon session 
filming at Shepherds Bush Market. Children set off with their filming tasks; the challenge was to 
interview stall holders, shop keepers and visiting public to explore and capture stories of Shepherds 
Bush Market.

The children worked through a film sheet which had each group visit a particular, pre arranged stall 
holder or shop keeper. Pre-prepared questions were asked and the children were encouraged to 
ask their own questions resulting from any conversations they had. In addition to the interviews 
themselves, children were asked to record close up shots, medium shots, far away shots and 360° 
panning shots which would later form links within the film. 

We interviewed many of the stall holders and shop keepers, learning of the stories of their families and how 
they came to work at the market. One shop holder told us of how horses were once kept under the arches, 
another how the market used to be so busy that you couldn’t walk across from one side to the other.

Film crews were also asked to interview any shoppers who were happy to be on camera, take photos 
of themselves filming and conduct more interviews if they had the time. We learnt that we could have 
spent more time at the market to ensure that we had lots of good quality footage. We decided that 
it would have been very useful for us all to have some more practice of filming and recording sound 
before the visit. The children loved hearing all of the stories of the market. 
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CASE STUDY SIX: Drama at the Market

What we did:
Working hard with our freelance drama director Jules Tipton, we practiced our drama skills all 
morning, working towards creating a musical tableau piece to perform in front of the school and 
professionals involved in the project. 

Before putting our acting shoes on, we revisited all of the key events in Shepherd Bush Market, 
from Mr Crowe buying land from the railway in 1914, new shops and stalls in the 1920s and 30s, 
to bombings in the second world war and then the huge changes in diversity of people and goods 
from around the world throughout the second half of the 20th Century. With this in mind, the children 
devised key dates and headings for each before creating super-sentence to explain each of them. 

Working through a series of actions and games, the children worked in groups to form tableaus which 
represented one of the key events at the market. We also started to rehearse some wartime and 
market songs. 

Being Child led and following their previous experiences and learning at the market allowed the 
children to really engage in the session and take ownership of the piece. 
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CASE STUDY SEVEN: Sharing our Stories

What we did:
Miles Coverdale children loved hearing the stories and recollections from the market given by adults 
and staff at their school. 

After some class discussion about what makes good persuasive language, thinking of some super 
sentences and about good visual design, the children set off on a lively class activity to design their 
own leaflet for Shepherds Bush Market. Their brief was to encourage others to visit the market and to 
explore its heritage. 

With some prompts and pre-prepared resources to inspire their creativity, the children got to work 
whilst taking it in turns to group interview the adults. We heard stories of how the market was 
sometimes so busy that one adult once lost her daughter among the crowds (they were soon 
reunited), how another teacher as a child was sent to the market to buy pet food for his family and 
would eat some of it on the way home. One woman remembers limousines queuing up along the 
Uxbridge Road with Arab shoppers filling them with suitcases. How many suitcases do you think 
would fit in a limousine? 

Evocative stories relayed how visiting the market was more like a day out, when stallholders sold their 
goods with dramatic performance and diverse music played out from the stalls. 

Children asked some great questions of all of the adults and later shared them with the rest of the 
class. 
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CASE STUDY EIGHT: Preparing for an Exhibition

What we did:
Our final session before the performance, today was all about bringing things together, practice 
practice practice, plus a little time for reflection. 

Revisiting our drama skills and tableaus, the children practiced their tableau timelines and rehearsed 
the full assembly performance piece. Singing It’s a Long Way to Tipperary and Run Rabbit Run plus 
movement to reggae and other music, the tableaus were linked together in a theatrical timeline. 

Whilst the rehearsals were going on, some of the children helped record and present links for the film 
telling the story of the market. Patience, practice and perseverance got us there in the end. Well done 
Year 3. 

As a final part of the session, in advance of next week’s performance, the children were asked to 
select which session from the project they had enjoyed the most. The active and out of the classroom 
sessions were preferred by the children; whether visiting the market, meeting the professionals or 
working on their drama piece. 
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CASE STUDY NINE: Performance and Community Exhibition

What we did:
Some nerves were running high as we spent an hour rehearsing a final run through of the whole 
assembly before welcoming parents, professionals and school class groups to watch. 

The assembly was introduced and a short film showing some of the market interviews was shown to 
the children and audience. The children then performed their drama piece. They did really well and 
enjoyed the experience. Fariah, Falak and Adam read out their poems to the audience too. 

To celebrate, we enjoyed food and drink in the hall where professionals, parents and other guests had 
the opportunity to look at an exhibition of the children’s work and ask questions about the project. The 
class also gave some verbal feedback about all that they had learnt and enjoyed. 

Here are some of their thoughts
Meanwell:  I didn’t realise that the market has changed so much since it began. 

Rea:  I learnt acting skills – Before this project, I had stage fright!

Sandra:  The market is a popular place. There is lots of diversity and variety at the market.

Chantai:  I learnt that they keep old newspapers in the archive. I enjoyed seeing the microfilm.

Mohammed:  I never knew the market was nearly 100 years old and that they used to sell horse mean  
 and rabbits at the market!


