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Further west, in the early 19th century, the area 
around Pottery Lane was famous for its kilns, making 
bricks and tiles from the local clay. Pig farmers, 
forced to relocate from Marble Arch, soon joined the 
brickmakers. The ‘Potteries and Piggeries’ became 
infamous for both poverty and unsanitary conditions 
which contributed to the serious cholera outbreak 
of 1848. Avondale park was eventually built in 1892 
on the site of a huge and fetid pig slurry called the 
Ocean, and gradually the area was developed 
for housing.

Following two world wars, many of the larger houses 
fell into disrepair and were gradually sold and 
converted into bedsits and flats. New arrivals 
came to the area from many different 
countries, including from Spain, 
following the civil war in 1930s, 
from the Caribbean and Portugal 
in the 1950s and 60s, and from 
Morocco in the 1970s. Some of 
the housing was very 
substandard as exploitative 
landlords squeezed people into 
small flats. In 1970, with the arrival 
of the Westway, huge amounts of 
redevelopment took place to the north of Portobello 
Road, including building the iconic local landmark, 
Trellick Tower.

The Notting Hill Carnival evolved as a community 
response to the racist violence and politics of the 
1950s, coming to a head at the race riots of 1958. The 
very first carnival was an indoor event, but a few years 
later it became a street festival and gradually grew to 
be the world-famous spectacular of today, attracting 
people from all over London and far beyond.
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Explore one of London’s most vibrant and 
multicultural neighbourhoods on foot and 
discover its intriguing history and unique 
character for yourself.

Portobello Road is home to one of the 
world’s largest and oldest antiques markets. 
The best day for visiting the market is 
Saturday.

Please see: www.portobelloroad.co.uk 
for details.

Portobello’s Eye-catching Art…
As you enjoy the sights and sounds of Portobello Road, look 
out for a variety of colourful murals, noted on the map by   
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www.hcga.org.ok www.urbanwise.londonCarnival photo: Glodi Miessi
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Photos: Look Up London /  Time Out / Rajeevan Kumarathasan / RBKC Local Studies and 
Archives Centre / Creative Commons

Until the mid-19th century, Notting Hill consisted mainly 
of meadows, orchards, and a few quiet lanes. Portobello 
Lane, previously called Green Lane, linked the gravel 
pits in the south with Notting Barn and Portobello Farms 
and Kensal Green in the north. There was a tollgate near 
to today’s Holland Park Avenue which remained there 
until 1864.

In 1837, the Hippodrome racecourse was built, covering 
140 of acres of land. It survived for only three years 
due to heavy clay soil, often causing waterlogging 
and because there were rights of way over the course, 
meaning that people could cross over whenever they 
liked! Following its failure, the wealthy Ladbroke family, 
who already owned the freehold of much of the land, 
began to develop the Ladbroke Estate from Holland 
Park road northwards. Grand crescents and squares of 
stuccoed houses with large, private garden squares in 
between began to spring up.

Portobello Farm was sold to an order of Dominican 
nuns, following the arrival of the railways in 1864 and 
they began trading their produce in the lane. The name 
‘Portobello’ comes from Puerta Bella in Panama, where 
Admiral Vernon captured the town from the Spanish 
during the war of Jenkin’s Ear in 1739. Over time, a 
popular fruit and vegetable market grew up and by the 
early twentieth century antiques dealers set up in the 
south part of the road on Saturdays.

(Continued overleaf)

Points of Interest
1   Tollgate here until 1864

2   Cabmen’s shelter: one of thirteen remaining 
in London, built in 1874.

3   View of St. John’s Church (to the left), 
completed 1845 in Early English style as 
part of the Ladbroke estate.

4   St. Peter’s Church: built in Victorian Classic 
style by Architect Thomas Allom, who also 
built Stanley Gardens, opposite.

5   Westbourne Grove: named after the River 
Westbourne which is now underground.

6   Admiral Vernon Arcade: He won the Battle of 
Jenkin’s Ear in Puerto Bello, Panama in 1739.

7   Susan Garth’s blue plaque: she established 
London’s first antiques market here.

8   Electric Cinema: built in 1910 in Edwardian 
baroque style. One of England’s first 
purpose-built cinemas.

9   Dunworth Mews: with original cobbles, built 
to house servants, with stables underneath.

10   Famous blue door from the film Notting Hill, 
the original was auctioned off!

11   Garcia and Sons: Spanish delicatessen 
established 1958.

12   Four blue plaques for people who played 
a part in creating the Notting Hill Carnival: 
Claudia Jones, Rhaune Laslett-O’Brien, Leslie 
Palmer and Russell Henderson.

13   Hammersmith and City Line: the railway 
arrived here in 1864, built by Irish ’navvies’.

14   ‘Echoes of Spain’: Spanish Civil War mural.

15   The Westway was completed in 1970.

16   The Spanish School/Instituto Espanol was 
formerly a Dominican convent built on the 
site of Portobello Farm.

17   Golborne Road: Rag and bone men started 
trading here after the second world war.

18   Iron bridge over the Great Western Railway: 
Look out for the timeline on the pavement.

19   Kelso Coltrane’s blue plaque: Kelso was 
a carpenter from Antigua whose racially 
motivated murder in 1959 shocked the local 
community.

20   Trellick Tower built in 1972 by architect Erno 
Goldfinger, in the brutalist style.
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Portobello Farm circa 1861
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