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Westway’s 
Green 
Spaces by local children

About the westway
In the mid 1960s, an overhead motorway, 
the A40(M) was driven through North 
Kensington staked out on giant stilts - the 
largest continuous concrete structure in 
the country. Two and a half miles of new 
road made it the longest stretch of elevated 
motorway in Europe.

The new highway made driving in and out 
of the city much easier, allowing vehicles 
to cover in minutes ground that used to 
take over an hour to travel. However, while 
reducing congestion in the city, the highway 
carried the traffic above the lives of people 
living in North Kensington. The flyover 
brought noise, disruption, destruction and 
pollution to a community that was already 

WESTWAY 
GREEN AREAS 

SPECIAL FEATURES Portobello Green:Portobello Green:
Next to street food market 
and great for picnics & hosts 
the Portobello Summer 
Festival. Can you find the 
Grenfell memorial bench and 
banana plants?

Maxilla Gardens:Maxilla Gardens:
Next to Bay 20 community centre. 

Meanwhile Gardens:Meanwhile Gardens:
Wildlife area, skate park, play 
equipment, Moroccan garden 
and ponds & a tree trail.

Wildlife Garden:Wildlife Garden:
Pond (with newts!), fruit trees, 
compost heaps, beehives, 
bug hotels & school holiday 
workshops.

 

  

contending with economic hardship, a 
decaying inner-city environment and neglect.

To make way for this modern engineering 
feat, homes were demolished and streets 
chopped in half or left stranded as little as 
twenty feet away, exposed to the noise of 
traffic and the nightly glare of headlights. 
The protests of local residents hit the 

headlines when the motorway opened 
in 1970. By then a decade of community 
action networks had grown up in the fight 
for better housing and open spaces where 
children could play.

Following a four year campaign, in 1971 
the North Kensington Amenity Trust, now 
Westway Trust, was set up in partnership 
with the local authority, as the custodian of 
the 23 acres of land under the motorway 
to help promote positive use of the spaces 
that lie underneath the Westway.

Westway community gardens cover 3.5 
acres of space. The main green areas are 
Portobello Green, Maxilla Walk, Blossom 
Dale and award-winning Wildlife Garden. 
Westway’s green spaces are maintained by 
a gardening team and a team of dedicated 
volunteers from the local community. 

Westway’s elevated roundabout 1970

Westway under construction

Building the Westway: aerial view



The Wildlife Garden
Well established and award winning 
garden near the Westway Sports Centre. 
Did you know the garden is planted only 
with plants that are known to be native 
before the last Ice Age?

The wildlife garden is used for education 
and local recreation and provides a 
valuable refuge for urban wildlife.

“The Westway Wildlife Garden is a beautiful 
place, it has lots of different animals 
and plants. Next to the garden there are 
football pitches and, in the garden there are 
minibeasts and a pond with creatures. There 
are apple trees and mushrooms as well. 
Most of the place is soil, grass, leaves and 
trees. There is no litter or rubbish (Thanks 
Westway’s gardening team!).” Y4 students  
from St Clement and St James CE Primary School.
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Meanwhile Gardens
Although not strictly part of the Westway 
estate, these gardens are very popular with 
local residents and visitors, providing a 
refuge from the busier Portobello and 
Golborne market and it’s a good way in or 
out from North Kensington when walking 
or cycling. 

“But… Do you know the history of 
Meanwhile Gardens?

In the mid 70s, 1976 to be 
precise, the gardens 

were born. It was 
founded by Jamie 

McCullough: 
a 

sculptor, 
artist and 

engineer. Jamie had 
a vision: to bring together 

people from all walks of life!

Today the garden is over 40 years old 
and there is a playhut, boat club, poetry 

workshops, an annual busking festival, a 
home for the Metronomes steel orchestra 
and one of the first skate parks in London. 

Meanwhile Gardens is home to many events 
including the Notting Hill Carnival.

We identified trees and flowers, we found 
an English Oak, Coastal Redwood, Walnut, 
Field Maple, London Plane, Ginko, Fig and 
Eucalyptus trees and some daffodils were 
already out. We had the opportunity to learn 
about food growing and herbs such as mint, 
rosemary and chives.

“The Moroccan Garden is a peaceful place 
and is perfect for mindful meditation. It’s 
great for creative people who need ideas 
to draw and has a wide space. The garden 
is full of vegetation, making the place a 
playground for kids’ imagination. There 
are great views of the pond and easy access 
to the canal. The Moroccan garden is a 
lovely, quiet place where you could do many 
activities. I would definitely recommend it” 

Did you know Meanwhile Gardens has one 
of the oldest skate parks in London? It has 
three interlocking bowls, with pump bumps, 
hips, extensions and more.

We’d like you to visit and see for yourself”
Y6 Student from St Charles Catholic Primary School.


