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Chair’s Report 
This was a difficult year for everyone, with 
the coronavirus pandemic resulting in periods 
of lockdown and many people experiencing 
isolation, illness, and loss. Although there 
are still challenges ahead, it is good to find 
ourselves in a much more positive place now.

Despite interruptions to our service, 
Urbanwise has come through the year 
in good shape as, fortunately, we were 
able to adapt the delivery of some of our 
programmes to an online offer and to 
resume face to face delivery when possible.

Our Active and Local Learning programme 
was impacted due to covid restrictions at 
schools, limiting our involvement and affecting 
trips out of school for children. However, we 
were pleased to offer outdoor playscheme 
activities to local families in the summer 
holidays, when restrictions were lifted.

We made good progress with our 
‘Bazalgette’s London’ project, funded 
by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
working with schools, community groups 
and local residents in discovering the work 
of important Victorian engineer Joseph 
Bazalgette and exploring local riverside 
heritage. Our ‘Urban STEAM’ project, funded 
by John Lyon’s Charity, engaged young 
people with researching environmental 
issues and finding hands-on solutions. 
Hammersmith and Fulham Children’s 
Services supported us in delivering our 
‘Mudlarks’ project, focusing on waterway 

pollution as an online offer to five schools, 
which was a new challenge for us.

Whenever possible throughout the year 
we ran some community walks for adults, 
in partnership with HCGA. Our young 
peoples’ project in North Kensington ‘Young 
Explorers’ was able to resume whenever covid 
restrictions allowed and helped us make a 
new film ‘Portobello Road’s Black History’ 
which was also supported by Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea’s Culture department.

A new project, ‘Discover Your Westminster’ 
began in the spring term as an online course, 
helping adults to research local history, 
develop their digital skills and present their 
own projects to other students. We look 
forward to developing this project further in 
the coming year.

This year we were pleased to receive 
additional funding from London Funders 
(John Lyon’s Charity) and Julia and Hans 
Rausing Trust. This helped to replace other 
project funding and enabled us to develop 
a new website and promotional materials. 
Our funders throughout the year were very 
understanding, offering support and flexibility 
for our service, so that we were able to 
come through a difficult year with plenty of 
optimism and enthusiasm for the future.

I would like to thank Andrew Pendleton, 
an experienced environmentalist, who for 
some years gave us his valuable support and 



who has retired from the Board of Trustees. 
I would like to welcome Jordana Smith, an 
experienced local youth worker who has 
previously worked with us on some of our 
community projects, to the Board of Trustees. 
Welcome also to Joel Talent, from JP Morgan, 
who is currently assisting us in an advisory 
capacity with our business development. 
We are pleased that Lydia Gandaa, a local 
educator with a wealth of experience in 
delivering programmes for children and young 
people, has joined us on the staff team.

Thanks also to our staff team and the Board 

of Trustees for all their support during the 
year. After 30 fantastic years at The Lilla 
Huset, we are moving to The Canalside 
Activity Centre in Ladbroke Grove, a venue 
run by London Sports Trust. Although we will 
miss working alongside council colleagues 
in Hammersmith each day, this is an exciting 
prospect for us at a fabulous location 
where we can continue to promote outdoor 
learning and help people of all ages to 
discover their London.

Hilda McCafferty



Annual Projects
Active Local Learning 
Children and young people in Hammersmith 
and Fulham schools enjoyed learning about 
the local environment, exploring nature and 
discovering how to keep fit and healthy. 
This year due to school closures for part 
of the academic year, our bookings were 
lower than usual, however we ran a popular 
summer playscheme for Hammersmith and 
Fulham families, in partnership with HCGA, 
which included nature discovery, games and 
crafts. We also started a new programme of 
outdoor learning on a regular basis with Ark 
Bentworth Primary Academy.

Earls Court
This year we worked with four school 
groups in Kensington and Chelsea and 
Hammersmith and Fulham visiting local 
streets, markets and parks to discover more 
about their local area. We also made an Earls 
Court activity guide for local families to use 
when out and about exploring.

“During a tough year, Year One really 
enjoyed going out and about exploring 
with Urbanwise.” Year One Teacher, Fulham 

Primary School.

Hammersmith & Fulham Mudlarks
Due to covid restrictions we delivered our 
Mudlarks project, partly online and partly 
face to face with five primary schools. The 
project focuses on plastic pollution in the 

River Thames and Grand Union Canal and 
is supported by Hammersmith and Fulham 
Children’s Services. Throughout the project, 
each school group approached the project 
via a different theme including music, art, 
campaign planning and science. 

“The children enjoyed the project and 
found out so much more about the 
issue of plastic pollution” Year 4 Teacher, 

Normand Croft Primary School.



Continual Professional Development 
We delivered training for Newly Qualified 
Teachers in Local and Outdoor Learning 
for Hammersmith and Fulham, Kensington 
and Chelsea and Westminster Children’s 
Services. We contributed to Hammersmith 

and Fulham’s series of sustainability events 
online. We also continued to facilitate 
the Geography and History Good Practice 
Network and delivered two talks as part of 
Roehampton University’s teacher training 
programme.



Special Projects
Bazalgette’s London
We progressed with our project marking 
Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s 200th Anniversary 
which is supported by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. Bazalgette was a truly 
remarkable Victorian engineer, who is best 
remembered for creating London’s sewage 
system, cleaning up the River Thames and 
improving London’s health. This year we 
worked with two primary school groups 
and led a series of history walks with 
local residents and community groups. 
There will soon be a film and leaflet to 
accompany this project.

Eco Club
We received support from Imperial 
College to run an eco club with Miles 
Coverdale Primary school. This enabled 
the school to work towards its bronze Eco 
School Award and contributed to ongoing 
initiatives to improve sustainability at school.

Urban STEAM 
This was a new project for us, supported 
by John Lyon’s Charity, engaging children 
and young people in researching an 
environmental issue, looking for their own 
solutions and trying out some hands-on 
activities connected to science, technology, 
engineering, art and maths. We worked 
with Old Oak Primary school on this project 
throughout the year and also offered STEAM 
activities in our holiday programme.

Urban STEAM Project



Our Work in Numbers
758 learning experiences, working with children, young 
people and adults over a range of ten different projects.

Urban STEAM 38
Bazalgette 95
Earls Court 78
Mudlarks II and Eco club 172
Active Local Learning 216
Events 47
RBKC Walks 22
Teacher and Adult Training 44
Discover Your Westminster 36
Young Explorers 10

Urban STEAM 1
Bazalgette 2
Earls Court 2
Mudlarks II and Eco club 6
Active Local Learning 9

Participants

Schools



Community Walks
We delivered some walks within Kensington 
and Chelsea, when restrictions allowed 
and also created two walks guides for local 
residents featuring Portobello Road and 
Grand Union Canal. This project was in 
partnership with HCGA.

Discover Your Westminster 
A new adult education course began in 
the spring term, connecting Westminster 
residents with the history and culture of 
their neighbourhoods and commissioned by 
Westminster Adult Education Service. The 
course began as an online offer, although 

eventually learners were pleased to be 
able to meet up to explore together. At the 
end of each course, learners delivered a 
presentation to the whole group about a 
place or personality that they had researched 
themselves. 

“I have been a resident of Westminster 
over 60 years and this course taught 
me stuff I really did not even take 
notice of before!” Westminster Resident.





About Urbanwise.London
Urbanwise.London is a voluntary 
organisation which was established in 
1983 as Hammersmith and Fulham Urban 
Studies Centre.

Urbanwise.London’s aims are to :

• Promote active outdoor learning in 
the local area

• Help young people communicate their 
views and ideas on environmental 
issues which concern them

• Bring together young people, teachers 
and expert professionals to examine 
issues around environmental change. 

The Centre’s small team has extensive 
teaching experience with children, young 
people and adults. They are experienced 
in designing and developing learning 
materials relating to the local area 
for all age groups. Teacher training is 
also delivered to local teachers and 
environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes 
are delivered for groups from 5-18 years. 
We follow the National Curriculum with 
the local area as a focus, encompassing 
aspects of history, geography, science 
and citizenship. We support a creative 
curriculum by offering memorable 
experiences outside of the classroom and 
emphasise active learning grounded in 
young people’s experience and perspective. 

Urbanwise.London additionally offers 
educational workshops and walks to 
families, adults and work teams.



This year our income was £111,380 and our expenditure 
was £109,656, leaving us with a surplus of £1,724

Many thanks to our funders this year: The London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, The 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, John Lyon’s Charity, The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
London Community Foundation, Julia and Hans Rausing Trust, C&C Management Services, Imperial 
College London, West London Zone and local schools.

Mary-Lou Wedderburn, Treasurer

Urban STEAM £25,000 (John Lyon’s Charity)

Bazalgette £23,000 
(National Lottery Heritage Fund)

Earls Court £13,400 
(C&C Management Services)

Active Local Learning 3SIF £11,612 (LBHF)

Young Explorers £10,500 
(London Community Foundation)

Charity Survival Fund £10,000 
(Julia and Hans Rausing Trust)

London Funders Adapt Fund £6,000 
(John Lyon’s Charity)

Mudlarks £5,410 (LBHF)

Other project income+education fees £6,458

Salary and pension costs £82,548

Freelance staff £9,969

Project materials and expenses £5,509

Printing, stationery and IT £5,564

Governance costs £3,395

Professional and accountancy £1,453

Premises costs £758

Travel, training and sundries £460

Expenditure
£109,656

Income
£111,380

Finance



Staff
Moya O’Hara (Director)
Carlos Izsak (Education Officer)
Jo Macmenamin (Education Officer)
Lydia Gandaa (Freelance Educator)

Sara Butler (Book Keeper)

Board of Trustees
Hilda McCafferty (Chair)
Cathryn Maund (Vice-chair)
Mary-Louise Wedderburn (Treasurer)
Chloe Kenny
Mike Lachowicz
Alex Morgan 

Jordana Smith

Volunteers
Nabeelah Hussain
Emmanuel Simon

Elaine Green
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