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About Urban Studies
Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre is a voluntary organisation which was established 
in 1983. The Centre has an educational role, offering opportunities to children and young people 
to learn about all aspects of the local urban environment. The aim of the work is to help young 
people understand the process of change and 
how change impacts on different groups of 
people and the importance of sustainability in 
urban community developments. We aim to 
enable them to acquire the skills, knowledge 
and confidence to participate, through active 
learning and discussion, in the shaping of the 
local environment.

The Centre’s small team has extensive teaching 
experience with children, young people and 
adults. They are experienced in designing 
and developing learning materials relating 
to the local area for all age groups. Teacher 
training is also delivered to local teachers and 
environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes are 
delivered for groups from 5 - 18 years. We follow 
the National Curriculum with the local area 
as a focus, encompassing aspects of history, 
geography, science and citizenship. We support 
a creative curriculum by offering memorable 
experiences outside of the classroom and emphasise active learning grounded in young people’s 
experience and perspective. 

 

Finance
Our total income came to £92,983, including £24,100 in grant 
funding from London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham.  
£68,858 was raised through grants to carry out specific projects, 
education fees and other income. Interest receivable for the year 
was £25. 

The Centre’s major outgoings were staffing costs (including 
pension and employers costs) which came to £71,385. Premises 
and running costs came to £13,079. Direct expenditure on 
projects was £8,795. Costs associated with governance, 
independent examination and printing of annual accounts 
amounted to £3,910. 

The Centre was left with a deficit of  £4,186

This year the centre received additional funding from Heritage 
Lottery Fund (World War One project), Capco (Earls Court 
project), Ironmongers’ Company (Word Detectives project), Hammersmith United Charities 
(Discovery Trails), Dr Edwards and Bishop King’s Charity (Read in the Park) and borough schools.

Jenny Stark, Treasurer



Chair’s Report
This year we celebrated 30 years of Urban Studies in Hammersmith and Fulham! 

Our borough has undergone considerable change over this time, including the redevelopment 
of Hammersmith Broadway and Imperial Wharf, the launch of the Thames path and the 
transformation of Shepherds Bush with the building of Westfield Shopping centre. The pace of 
change has increased in recent years and there is much more in the pipeline.

During this time we have offered a variety of enquiry based learning opportunities outside of the 
classroom to help young people learn more about the variety of urban environments in the West 
London area.  We have encouraged them to explore the past, present and future of their local 
area, to understand how it has changed and the impact of that change on their local communities. 
We have provided opportunities for them to meet the people involved in creating the changes 
and encouraged them to express their views on the some of the changes proposed and  to look 
at their local environment with a more informed and critical eye. We enabled them to take part in 
consultation exercises like planning their ideal outdoor spaces for children.

We worked with a number of school groups to produce informative local trails which can be used 
by anyone. For example, this year we celebrated the centenary of Shepherds Bush Market with a 
special project working with Miles Coverdale school, resulting in the creation of a new trail and a 
short film.

We enjoyed welcoming so 
many of our friends and well-
wishers, from past and the 
present, to celebrate with us 
at our tea party and Annual 
General Meeting held at the 
Lilla Huset.

We responded to the launch of 
the new national curriculum, 
this year, by taking a fresh look 
at our schools programme and 
developing additional local 
studies sessions. 

We will also be marking the 
centenary of the outbreak 
of World War One with a 
new Heritage Lottery funded 
project looking at the impact 
of the war on Hammersmith and Fulham. 

We are looking forward to working on our new Tri-borough and Outdoor Learning project, 
supported by John Lyon’s Charity, which will enable us to forge links with schools in Kensington 
and Chelsea and Westminster. It is an exciting opportunity for us and a great way to start our 
31st year!

I would like to thank our staff for their energy and their consistent hard work, the Board of 
Trustees for their continued commitment and all those who have given their time or financial 
support to help us with our work this year.

Hilda McCafferty, Chair



Education Report
Local Studies Sessions
This year we delivered 37 local studies sessions to schools in 
Hammersmith and Fulham and surrounding boroughs, focusing 
on history, geography, science and citizenship. Local primary 
schools are increasingly seeing the value of using their local 
area as an exciting learning environment. Popular sessions 
included Heritage Trails of Fulham, Riverside Environment and 
Wormwood Scrubs. 

Heritage of Shepherds Bush Market
This project involved Year 3 of Miles Coverdale Primary school 
who marked the centenary of this important local market 
with an investigation into Shepherds Bush Market of today 
and yesterday. The children talked with the local community 
to find out how the market had changed over the years and 
interviewed some friendly 
market people to record their 
stories and memories. They 
brought all their discoveries 
together to create a drama 
performance to present to their 
school and families. They also 
directed, filmed and starred in 
a short celebratory film ‘Our 
Shepherds Bush Market’

Children’s Parliament on the Environment
The thirteenth Children’s Parliament on the Environment 
took place during the spring term. Ten Year 6 classes from 
Hammersmith and Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea took part 
in researching and presenting a wide range of topics, including 
Pollution isn’t the Solution (Good Shepherd), Fulham Wharf’s 
Environmental Centre (Langford), Our World War One Hero (St. 
Thomas of Canterbury), Fulham FC, Own Goal or Penalty?,(Queens 
Manor) The Red Fox Code (Fulham), Grand Union Canal Discovery 
Trail (Ark Bentworth), How we Live Now (Addison), The River 
Thames at Chelsea (Our Lady of Victories), Our Science Garden (St. 
John’s Walham Green), Making Fruit Fun (St. Stephen’s).

Councillor Georgie Cooney chaired the event at the Council 
Chamber of the Town Hall. 

Representatives of the 
council departments 
and a range of voluntary 
organisations took part. 
Certificates and prizes were 
awarded by Councillor 
Adronie Alford, Deputy 
Mayor of Hammersmith 
and Fulham.

School Travel
The Centre worked with 10 schools on School Travel Projects, 
with the aim of improving safety, reducing pollution from car 
use on the journey to and from school and promoting healthy 
exercise. The schools were able to review their travel plans 
which embodied the children’s own strategies and solutions to 
traffic and transport issues. 

During the project the children research the traffic and 
environment around their school and discuss the impact of 
this. They have the opportunity to talk with representatives of 
Hammersmith and Fulham’s Environment Department, including 
Road Safety officers, Air Quality Officer, the School Travel Plan 
Advisor, the Metropolitan Police and Sustrans Bike-it Officer. 
The children survey the whole school community’s travel habits 
to establish levels of car use. They are then able to appreciate 
what the issues are, and come up with their own action plan for 
reducing car use.

Children’s Choice Conference
In the summer term a Bi-borough Children’s Conference was 
held in partnership with our colleagues in the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea. 
80 children from 12 schools 
of both boroughs attended 
Kensington Town Hall for a day 
of discussion and activities. 
They shared their views with 
adults and each other on the 
topics of children’s rights, 
safety and play. Speakers 
included Andrew Christie, Tri-
Borough Executive Director 
of Children’s Services and Shaila Sheikh, Principal Participation 
Advisor Children’s Commissioner for England.

Earls Court Projects
We worked with Fulham Primary school on 2 different projects 
focusing on Earls Court. ‘Our North End Road’ involved 
Year 4 taking a fresh look at their local high street and 
examining the reasons for the widespread decline of local 
shopping. This included researching the ‘retail health’ of the 
North End Road, interviewing shop keepers, stall holders, 
customers and regeneration professionals and making their own 
recommendations for the high street of the future. 

‘Earls Court Storybook’ with Year 5 uncovered some of the 
amazing stories and fascinating characters from Earls Court’s 
rich heritage. The project included a creating a short drama 
production, illustrating some of the most memorable events 
of the last hundred years. Both projects engaged local school 



children in a major regeneration project on 
their doorstep and are supported by Capco.

Local Discovery Trails
Four primary schools made Discovery Trails of 
their own, featuring places of interest in their 
local area from a youthful viewpoint, with 
support from Hammersmith United Charities.

Miles Coverdale Year 3 contributed to the 
cheerful atmosphere of Shepherds Bush Market 
and enjoyed the tranquility of Godolphin 
Garden (Shepherds Bush Discovery Trail) 

Old Oak Year 3 made the most of Wormwood 
Scrub’s great open spaces and dramatic skyline 
to try out some environmental games and learn 
about the plants and wildlife. (Wormwood 
Scrubs Discovery Trail) 

Flora Gardens Year 4 discovered a plethora 
of minibeasts in Ravenscourt Park’s wildlife 
pond and greenhouses, admired the variety 
of waterbirds of the lake and found out about 
the park’s rich heritage. (Ravenscourt Park 
Discovery Trail)

Ark Bentworth Year 6 ventured out along the 
towpath of the Grand Union Canal to Kensal 
Green Cemetery and uncovered some of the 
stories of famous and interesting people who are 
buried there. (Grand Union Canal Discovery Trail)

Events
Picnic in the Park at South Park: Families 
from Fulham enjoyed a day of music and fun 
in South park. The younger visitors used their 
creativity to make some attractive wild wall 
hangings to take home.

Recycling Day: St. Mary’s Year 4 decided to 
have a less wasteful Christmas this year. They 
put last year’s Christmas cards to good use 
by ‘upcycling’ them into eye-catching advent 
calendars. They also demonstrated that learning 
about recycling can be fun by competing in a 
lively Rubbish Relay race.

Fulham Wharf Environment Day: Adults 
and families took part in a brisk stroll along the 

ever changing landscape of Hammersmith and 
Fulham’s riverside and were the first members 
of the local community to climb aboard Fulham 
Wharf’s new environmental centre on the River 
Thames. Here they took part in river themed 
family activities and were able to view the 
building’s sustainable features, including the 
different types of green roof, each planted with 
a range of wildflowers attractive to butterflies, 
bees and birds.

Nature Day at Marcus Garvey Park: 
Avonmore Primary school and St. James Boys 
Junior school joined together to help out the 
Friends group improve the park by planting 
spring bulbs spring and they also had some fun 
making smoothies by pedalling the smoothie 
bike. Councillor Frances Stainton, Mayor of 
Hammersmith and Fulham came along to join 
in the fun.

Healthy Living Event at Phoenix Farm 
Festival: There was a great turnout from local 
school children and their parents who gathered 
to enjoy the abundance of autumn fruits and 
vegetables at the farm and to try their hand at 
apple bobbing.

Green Walks for Adults and 
Families
We have enjoyed exploring new places in 
and around our borough along with some 
friendly and enthusiastic local walkers. Places 
we visited on our walks this year include the 
great wild expanses of Wormwood Scrubs,  the 
Grand Union Canal, picturesque Little Venice 
and historic Kensal Green Cemetery.  

Young Friends of Parks
Young Friends groups have 
been supporting their local 
parks in Ravenscourt Park, 
South Park, Bishops Park and 
Wendell Park. The Friends 
of Hammersmith Park have 
made links with the adults 
friends group and have 
helped the parks police with 
an anti-litter campaign.

Moya O’Hara, Director

“It was so much fun pond 
dipping as we haven’t 
done that before in 
school! I didn’t realize 
how many different 
animals you could find in 
a pond.” 

Year 4 student, Flora Gardens 
Primary School (Ravenscourt 
Park Discovery Trail)

“The children really 
enjoyed walking around 
the scrubs to areas they 
have not ventured to 
before!”

Year 3 Teacher, Old Oak 
Primary School (Local Studies)

“It was a great opportunity 
for the children to learn 
more about the history of 
the local area (and also 
for the adults!”

Year 5 teacher, Fulham 
Primary School (Earls Court 
project)

“I enjoyed meeting 
the experts because 
they answered all our 
questions.” 

Year 5 student, Queens Manor 
Primary School (School Travel)

“I liked it. We caught lots 
of cool stuff and got 
really muddy.” 

Year 4 
student, 
Park Walk 
Primary 
School 
(Foreshore 
Explorer)
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