
Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION ONE:

Introduction to regeneration project

What we did:
Year 5 from Normand Croft Primary School looked at a google map aerial view of the whole project 
area where redevelopment is planned to take place in Earls Court. As a class, we picked out what 
we recognised in the Earls Court area, and the children identified Earls Court One and Two, the 
Empress State building, Earls Court and Brompton Road tube stations and some of the other 
places they knew. We worked out what the main roads were, the railway line and the open spaces 
like Brompton cemetery. The children then worked in pairs labeling an A4 aerial photo of the view 
to reinforce what they had learned and together we returned to the aerial view on the whiteboard 
to make sure we are more familiar with the area.
Then we looked at some powerpoint images of the future plans for Earls Court taken from Capital 
and Counties website. This included some computer generated images of the masterplan with 
new housing areas, retail, business and open spaces outlined.
The children worked in groups looking at some poster images from the masterplan. They used 
post-it notes to record their initial impressions of the future plans and included any questions or 
concerns they had.
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION TWO:

What makes a good playground?

What we did:
We looked at a powerpoint presentation of images showing different types of play- social play, 
active play, imaginative play, creative play etc. and followed this with a discussion about the types 
of play the children most enjoyed. The children thought about why play is important and gathered 
together their ideas on this. 
Then, working in pairs, they chose from a selection of printed images of play features and 
playground equipment, 6-8 of their favourite pieces and cut and pasted them onto a sketched out 
playground on a large piece of poster paper. They added paths and trees to the poster to make a 
representation of a playground. We had time to look at a few of these playgrounds to check if they 
offered the possibility of a variety of different types of play.
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION THREE:

Visit to Princess Diana Playground

What we did:
Year 5 visited Princess Diana Memorial playground in Kensington Gardens. The playground has 
a Peter Pan theme with a pirate ship, mermaids fountain, wendy houses and tepees, sand and 
musical play features. It is beautifully landscaped with plenty of trees and shrubs, willow weaving, 
hedges  and secret areas. They played in the 8-12 year old area but also had a good look at the 
play area for younger children. Once they had experienced everything in the playground, they 
showed what they thought of the different features by photographing each other in front of them 
and giving a thumbs up or thumbs down. We took plenty of photographs to look at back at 
school!
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION FOUR:

Meet the Professionals

What we did:
George Cochrane and Ciaran Quigley from Capital and Counties,who are liaising with the local 
community on the Earls Court redevelopment project, visited Year 5. We first looked at our 
photographs from the visit to the Princess Diana playground the previous week and two members 
of the class gave an account of the visit to update George and Ciaran.
Then we had a question and answer session. The children had prepared a few questions 
beforehand and some of these came from their ‘masterplan post-it note session’ George 
and Ciaran brought some plans of the new Earls Court showing the position of the proposed 
playgrounds and also referred to some powerpoint images from Capital and Counties website. The 
children found out quite a bit more about the proposed plans and they gave their suggestions to 
George and Ciaran of the sort of playgrounds they would like to see.
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION FIVE:

Visit to Fulham Palace Gardens

What we did:
Year 5 walked to their nearest ‘natural’ open space - Fulham Palace Gardens, a lovely park which 
has a wildlife area, with plenty of large trees and space for playing games. When we got there 
we first talked about some of the things you could do in this sort of space and also what sort of 
wildlife might live here.
Then we split into four groups, each with an adult helper and walked around the area to find 
some natural things we could pick up. These included leaves, twigs, bark, cones, feathers and 
grass stalks. Each group made their own natural artwork that we could photograph (Andrew 
Goldsworthy style). Each group then walked around to view everyone else’s work and we took 
photographs of each artwork.
We then played a few games, including bat and moth and the Tree game. 
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION SIX:

Planning our ideal playground

What we did:
Together we looked at some images from the project, including the visits to Fulham Palace garden 
and the Princess Diana Memorial Playground. We had a brief discussion on what were the best 
things that we discovered and how they could be used in our own ideal playground. The children 
looked at a simple playground plan on the whiteboard and we talked about how you could use 
simple shapes to represent the different features and the importance of keeping them in scale.
The children then drew their playground plans and added some colour to them. They also thought 
about what they could use to make the models. Most of the playgrounds were designed for the 
children’s own age group 8-12 years but some included equipment for younger children.
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION SEVEN:

Creating our ideal playgrounds

What we did:
Year 5 got to work making their models. They used a selection of art materials and recycled bits 
and pieces brought in from home. Popular features in their playgrounds included sand, water, zip 
wires and tree houses. The models needed another short session in order to be completed.
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Our Ideal Playgrounds
SESSION EIGHT:

Community Exhibition

What we did:
Year 5 visited the Urban Studies Centre in Hammersmith for the community exhibition. They 
brought their finished models with them and sat in small groups with an adult guest to show and 
talk about their models. Guests included: George Cochrane and Ciaran Quigley from Capital and 
Counties, Head Teacher Nick Holt and  Kevin Bittan from Hammersmith Community Gardens.
Two of the children talked about the work they had done on the project, using photos on the 
exhibition boards as a guide. We then had some refreshments and socialised.
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