
WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY ONE:

Imagine what life was like...

What we did:
St Thomas of Canterbury Year 5 ‘Seals’ class began their project by turning back the clocks 100 years to 
discover what their local area of Fulham was like around the outbreak of World War One. 

Using materials we found in our project research of the local archives, children explored the area through 
archive photos of familiar streets and local industries and also studying old maps of Fulham. This helped 
the Seals get a real sense of the place and time including how different kinds of shops and businesses exist 
there now.

It was fun seeing where and how Fulham has changed in 100 years and really interesting seeing women in 
factories making aeroplane parts and up ladders painting the train station.

The children were amazed to find out their school and church were there 100 years ago, but also that there 
were more streets and houses which had now disappeared. Where had they gone?

We thought about what it might feel like to be alive then, especially for children, and sharing and discussing in 
pairs, came up with lists of things we would like and not like. 

There were plenty of mixed opinions in the class about 
whether or not they would enjoy things like playing games 
in the street, hardly any cars, doing jobs for the War effort 
or having no TVs or computers.

We watched a BBC clip about the importance of 
communication home between soldiers and their families 
during the War, but how people had to be careful what 
they wrote.

The children thought about the very 
different experiences of life on the 
Western and home fronts and made postcards to missed loved ones away at war, describing 
how they felt, the changes to life in Fulham and their hopes and fears for the future.
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WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY TWO:

What price did local people pay?...

What we did:
This session was a great opportunity to discover our own WW1 stories right on our doorstep. 

It’s not always easy hunting for 100 year old clues, 
so planning a good trail workcard helps to focus 
everyone’s attention on their detective work, for 
example contrasting old maps with what you see today 
can open a discussion about WW2 bomb damage 
and how the Blitz experience compared to life at home 
during WW1. 
Road names can have historical reference or you may 
find where a local war hero lived or what was once a 
busy military hospital full of wounded soldiers.

War memorials are good places for remembrance, but it is worth finding out 
about any unusual memorials in your local area. 

We visited the WW1 memorial in the 
Margravine Cemetery where we also 
discovered the well hidden, little known 
memorial to the thirteen workers from 
Blake’s munitions factory, Wood Lane. 
One of the Friends of Margravine 
Cemetery met us at the Blake’s 
memorial to tell the tragic story of the 
explosion at the factory which killed 
the workers, most of them young 
women, just ten days before the end 
of the War. 

The children 
were really moved to hear that, as 
unimportant people, the workers’ 
deaths went unreported at the 
time. It was a really valuable 
opportunity to think about how 
local women also risked their 
lives doing war work in factories, 
making bombs and bullets under 
very dangerous conditions. 
Our expert asked the children 
their ideas about what the future 
of the memorial should be and 
how it should be looked after.

The scale of the awful 
loss of life of the War 
was really brought 
home to us by 
reading the names on 
the memorial at the 
Margravine Cemetery 
to the 227 workers 
who went and fought 
and died in World 
War One from just 
one local company, 
J. Lyons.
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With some thrifty wartime inventiveness we used the 
basic produce people would have grown in their own 
gardens and allotments to cook up the kinds of tasty 
and nutritious soups eaten on the home front and 
cobbled together by men in the trenches.

WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY THREE:

‘Trench soup’...a visit to a food-growing project

What we did:
To understand more about people’s experiences at home and in the trenches we visited the wonderful 
glasshouses (run by Hammersmith Community Gardens Association) in Ravenscourt Park to think about 
wartime food.

A local expert came and helped us create a WW1 soup 
kitchen there in the glasshouses, and learn about when 
Britain went food-growing mad to cope with wartime food 
shortages. 

Splitting the class into two groups and rotating a food-
planting and a soup-making activity was much more 
manageable, and including the knowledge and learning 
about the historical context within those activities (such 
as passing round the ingredients for ‘trench soup’ and 
thinking about creative recipes and nutritional issues) 
helped us achieve quite a lot in one session.

Seals class really loved making soup, then setting the 
table and sitting down together to sample their tasty and 
very fresh and healthy soup. They were really hungry after 
such an active session and the soup was unanimously 
deemed delicious! 
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WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY FOUR:

Becoming historians...a visit to the local history archives 

What we did:
Seals class conducted their own historical research on a visit to LBHF 
local archives, getting to handle primary WW1 source materials such 
as newspaper clippings and photographs and tickets given to the 
hungry people of Fulham by the Committee for the Prevention and 
Relief of Distress to exchange for food during shortages.
An organised visit to the local archives is a fantastic way for children to 
‘become historians’, come face to face with objects and documents 
from their period, have their imaginations sparked and make their own 
discoveries from a story, a photo or a clue from the past. Ask at your 
local archives about schools visits and if the archivist can speak to the 
children about how an archive works. 

In your preparations select a few 
samples of documents which can help 
tell a story of a particular local character 
you’ve found out about (local news 
stories, photos, birth, death or marriage 
certificates, army paperwork etc) or 
perhaps sources like food tickets which 
might paint a picture of people’s lives and 
wartime hardship.
A simple workcard helped us direct 
our explorations but it was mostly just 
valuable to look and think and discuss the different source materials, whilst feeding 
back helped the group to share, interpret and articulate their discoveries.

As a follow up and to help us consider things like 
hardship and the War Effort on a wider scale we 
explored WW1 propaganda posters, and thought 

about all the many different expectations placed upon 
people during the war. 

The children really enjoyed 
designing their own propaganda 

posters using the style of the period.
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WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY FIVE:

Local heroes...a visit to discover a local soldier’s story

What we did:

Through our project research we uncovered a very special story 
of our own; Lance Corporal Edward Dwyer was one of only three 
soldiers from the borough to receive the Victoria Cross medal for 
outstanding bravery. 
In Belgium in 1915 under heavy bomb fire, Lance Corporal 
Edward Dwyer managed to single handedly see off the German 
enemy, using just hand grenades. He was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for his bravery. At just 19, he was the youngest ever 
VC…and he went to our school and church, St. Thomas of 
Canterbury! 

Some detective work in the archives 
and asking around locally led us to 
Fulham Library, where we visited the 
large commemorative bronze plaque 
to honour Edward Dwyer locally after 
the War, and to speak to the reference 
librarian and local historian about the 
plaque and explore some of the WW1 
reference materials at the library, such as 
the Illustrated War News.

We found out that Edward Dwyer married his sweetheart Billy 
but went back out to the Front in 1916 and was killed at the 
battle of the Somme on September 3rd, aged 20. He had 
given his Victoria Cross medal to the priest of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury who had kept until his death in 1962. 

Afterwards we read an article and learnt something even 
more special about our hero’s story. Edward Dwyer VC 
became something of a celebrity and the War Office was 
so impressed by the ‘Little Corporal’ they recorded his 
oral accounts of what it was like being a soldier on the 
front, to encourage others to sign up to fight. 
We listened to his touching, rather chilling recording; it 
is the only surviving recording of the voice of a soldier 
serving in the trenches made at the time, and is a 
precious gift to history.
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With the help of freelance drama director Jules Tipton, Seals class 
began to explore the stories we had discovered throughout the project.  
Laying down some early ground rules for working together as a mini 
theatre company, Jules helped us develop discipline and techniques for 
creating a dramatic space and communicating a story or scene simply 
and effectively.  We looked back and discussed the WW1 stories which 
particularly struck a chord with the class.  Blake’s munitions workers in 
the factory explosion and Edward Dwyer VC’s stories naturally emerged 
as those which really captured the children’s imaginations.  The children 
took it in turns to describe what they remembered about these stories 

and the kinds of feelings they evoked.
Choosing these stories themselves, about local characters they already felt connected to, helped the class take 
ownership of the creative process, and how they wanted to share them with others.  

WW1 HISTORY PROJECT
CASE STUDY SIX:

The seeds for our WW1 drama
What we did:

We looked at the tableau or ‘freeze-frame’ as a simple and direct 
way of communicating key scenes from our stories, experimenting 
with the use of space and how the children could create ideas 
such as an explosion scene using their own bodies.  
Jules helped us create a shape for the performance piece, 
weaving together the two stories of ordinary people’s lives from 
the Western and Home fronts.  
Everyone enjoyed creating really effective human propaganda posters, setting the scene for the piece and asking the 
public to come into the factories, join the Land Army and send our boys off to fight.
Dipping back into postcard writing activity, some of the children then worked on a key part of the script creating a really 
touching letter from Edward Dwyer to his sweetheart Billie. 

Seals class shared their 
proud WW1 heritage with 
their school community 
and parents with a brilliant 
school assembly, and 
again at our AGM to 

accompany an exhibition of the project, where they received 
congratulations for their wonderful work and a certificate from 
LBHF Councillor Caroline Needham.

Jules helped 
us write a really 
simple script to 
pull the scenes 
together and we 
rehearsed the 
final piece with 
two narrators 
and the effective 

addition of sounds for the munitions factory, the trench 
explosions, a wartime song and a excerpt from Edward 
Dwyer’s War Office recording. 

CASE STUDY SEVEN:

Developing the freeze-frames
What we did:

CASE STUDY EIGHT:

Final performances and exhibition
What we did:
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