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St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Cemetery, Harrow Road
An entirely separate but adjoining catholic cemetery was 
opened on 10 May 1858. The chapel and the lodge were 
both erected in 1860 to the designs of S. J. Nicholl. There 
is a memorial to the Belgian soldiers of the First World War 
and Mary Seacole, a Jamaican nurse who helped soldiers 
in the Crimean war, is buried here as are many of the Irish 
migrants of the Potato famine years.
Kensal New Town
The towpath on the eastern side of the Ladbroke Grove 
canal bridge wanders through an area known for many 
years as Kensal New Town which, strangely, used to be 
part of the parish of Chelsea until 1900. The backs of some 
old factories and warehouses from the industrial days can 
still be seen, although now they are mostly studios and 
other businesses. Kensal New Town, isolated between the 
canal and the railway to Paddington, grew up in the 1840s 
and became known as ‘Soapsuds Island’ due to all the 
laundries providing work for local women along with other 
workshop industries. Many of the residents were Irish 
migrants who suffered from social and health problems 
caused by overcrowding of their small cottages. In 1902 
social reformer Charles Booth described it as “Just as full 
of children and poverty as was the old woman’s dwelling 
in the nursery rhyme.”  By the 1960s, social housing had 
replaced much of the old cottages. Some reminders 
from the past include the Cobden Working Men’s Club 
(built in 1880), the Old Gramophone Factory (1919) and 
White Knight Laundry, (now closed), all in Kensal Road.  
In the 1960s and 70s the Saga Centre, now redeveloped, 
brought reggae music to Kensal Road.
Meanwhile Gardens
This charming community garden, created in 1976 from 
a vision of artist Jamie McCulloch, was built on a spare 
patch of land that the council had no immediate use for. It 
is now a delightful refuge from the city, running a range of 
valuable community projects and is much loved by local 
people. There is a play hut, skatepark, pond, wildlife area 
and sunny courtyard garden to discover. The Moroccan 
Garden, with its beautiful mosaic tiling and palm trees, is a 
great place to relax.  https://meanwhile-gardens.org.uk/

THE GRAND UNION CANAL 
A Stroll Along
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Explore Kensington and Chelsea’s peaceful 
waterway, the Paddington Arm of the Grand 
Union Canal. There is a wealth of history and 
some intriguing green spaces to discover 
along the way. 

The stroll takes approximately one hour, or 
two to three hours if you stop off to explore 
Kensal Green Cemetery.

Wildlife
The canal is a great place for wildlife spotting. Look out for 
these water birds as you stroll along: coot, moorhen, mallard, 
heron, cormorant, black headed gull, tufted duck, Canada 
goose, swan.
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www.hcga.org.ok www.urbanwise.london
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Points of Interest
1   

Gasometer skeletons of the old 
Western Gas Light Company 
(1862): used to be supplied with 
coal from barges on the canal.

2   Kensal Green Cemetery: built in 
1833 and is home to many 
Grade II and II* listed monuments.

3   St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Cemetery built in 1858.

4  Grand Union Canal.

5   Portobello Dock, also known as 
Kensal  Wharf: used for many 
years as a depot for rubbish 
removal by barges. 

6   ‘Kensal New Town’: now part of 
Golborne ward.

7   Wedlake Street Public Baths was 
on this site from 1898-1980.

8   The Halfpenny Steps (now ramps), 
linking Queens Park to the public 
baths. Before the bridge was here 
it cost a halfpenny to cross over 
by boat.

9   Harrow Road: ancient route 
from Paddington to Harrow. 

10   ‘The Factory’: with a brick 
chimney, built in 1927, one of very 
few along the Paddington Arm.

11   Trellick Tower, completed in 
1972 in the brutalist style by Ernő 
Goldfinger (Grade II* listed).

12   Meanwhile Gardens: with a 
mosaic of different gardens and 
community facilities.
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The Halfpenny Steps

The Halfpenny Bridge today by Dr Neil Clifton
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13   Great Western Road 
Bridge: exit here to 
Westbourne Grove station, 
continue along towpath 
to Little Venice or walk 
back along Kensal Road to 
explore Kensal New Town.

Paddington Arm, Grand Union Canal
The Grand Union Canal connects London with Birmingham 
over a distance of 137 miles. 
The Paddington arm opened on 10 July 1801 with a huge 
crowd of 20,000 people turning up in Paddington, then a small 
rural village. In those days, before the railways, horse-drawn 
narrowboats transported goods like coal, wood, steel and iron 
between London and Birmingham and places on the route. 
Later, there was a link formed with the City of London and 
the River Thames at Limehouse when the Regents canal was 
completed in 1820.
Kensal Green Cemetery
All Souls Cemetery (known as Kensal Green Cemetery) 
can be viewed from a highpoint on the canal towpath, near 
Sainsbury’s Ladbroke Grove and can be accessed through 
an entrance in the Harrow Road. It was the first commercial 
cemetery in London, opening in 1833 and is one of London’s 
‘Magnificent Seven’. These seven cemeteries were built in 
response to an increase in population around this time, there 
not being enough space in existing churchyards. The cemetery 
was designed by John Griffiths in the neoclassical style with a 
landscape designed by Richard Forrest of beautiful tree-lined 
avenues. It became a fashionable place to be buried with 
many wealthy and famous people interred here. 
Some well-known personalities include Imre Kiralfy, Hungarian 
showman, HRH Princess Sophia and HRH Prince Augustus 
Frederick (children of George III), tightrope walker Charles 
Blondin, engineers Marc and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 
novelists Wilkie Collins and WM Thackery, inventor Charles 
Babbage, and army surgeon Dr James Barry, who was 
revealed to be a woman only after death. Singer and showman 
Freddie Mercury has a memorial plaque here too. For more 
information on the history and a list of notable people see: 
www.kensalgreen.co.uk   (Continued overleaf)
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