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Chair’s Report
The year ending March 31st, 2020 proved to 

be a fruitful one, with progress made to both 

our schools and community programmes 

enabling us to work with many new 

participants.

In addition to our regular programmes, which 

were as popular as ever, we also began some 

significant new projects that we expect to 

grow and develop for years to come. 

Hammersmith and Fulham Mudlarks project 

started in the previous year and continued 

through the summer term, with students 

from five primary schools researching 

plastic pollution in their local waterways 

and connecting with partner organisations 

to share expertise and learning. We were 

able to contribute to Hammersmith and Fulham council’s 

initiatives on reducing the borough’s carbon emissions 

through this project, and subsequently more work on this is 

planned, including a pilot climate change project with a local 

primary school.

Two new projects engaged young people in their local 

environment. Green Detectives, through active exploration 

of green spaces, and ESTEEM club, by taking a technological 

approach to problem solving of environmental issues. We aim 

to develop ESTEEM clubs still further into the coming year 

with local children thanks to funding from North Kensington 

Grenfell Fund.

Some important new projects started towards the end of 

the year. Bazalgette’s London East and West, supported by 

National Heritage Lottery Fund, focusing on the life and work 

of Sir Joseph Bazalgette, has already engaged with local 

school children and community groups. Urban STEAM, funded 

by John Lyon’s Charity, which was due to start at Easter, is 

resuming delivery in the autumn term. This project involves 

school and community groups taking part in hands-on Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths activities, examining 

an environmental issue and sharing their inventions and 

discoveries with their community.

 

We are also looking forward to working with young people 

in north Kensington on a new project, Young Explorers, 

supported by London Community Foundation. This will involve 

participants getting out and about, exploring and capturing the 

heritage and culture of their local area.

We were sorry to lose Louanne Tranchell and Jenny Stark, 

who both retired from the board of trustees at last year’s 

AGM. Louanne had served as a trustee for thirty years and 

Jenny for fifteen so they will be much missed, and we would 

like to extend our thanks and appreciation for all their work 

over the years.

Sadly, our year ended with the beginning of lockdown, due 

to the coronavirus pandemic, meaning that we had some 

cancellations to our service, including the Children’s Parliament 

event at Kensington Town Hall. The year ahead looks to be a 

particularly challenging one for the world of education and 

for the charity sector. However, outdoor and local learning has 

been recognized as a healthy option going into the future and 

we will endeavour to do our best in promoting this.

I would like to thank everyone who has helped make this year 

a success, including the staff, trustees, volunteers, funders and 

partners. Your help and support are much appreciated.

Hilda McCafferty, Chair



Our Work in Numbers
3,551 learning experiences, working with children, young people and 
adults over a range of fourteen different projects. 

Participants

City of London 205 
Bazalgette 84 
Natural Explorers 40 
Active Local Learning 607 
Local Studies 626 
Children’s Parliament 396 
ESTEEM 15 
School Travel Project 247 
Mudlarks 201 
Green Detectives 121 
Earls Court 225 
EC Community  160 
Teacher and Adult Training 123 
Nature Discovery 24 
Events 415

City of London 1 
Bazalgette 1 
Natural Explorers 5
Active Local Learning 14
Local Studies 9
Children’s Parliament 10 
School Travel Project 11 
Mudlarks 5 
Green Detectives 2
Earls Court 4

Participants

Schools



Active Local Learning 
Children and young people in Hammersmith and 
Fulham schools enjoyed learning about the local 
environment, exploring nature and discovering how 
to keep fit and healthy. 

“I really enjoyed spotting all the different birds 
along the river.” 
Year 5 student, Essendine Primary School

School Travel
We promoted active travel with ten primary schools 
in Hammersmith and Fulham, aiming to reduce 
pollution from cars and involving children in their 
school’s travel plan. 

“It was fun to go out and do the survey work. 
There is much more traffic than I thought!”
Year 5 student, Normand Croft Primary School

Children’s Parliament on the 
Environment
Year 6 children from ten primary schools in 
Hammersmith and Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea 
researched a wide range of topics of importance to their own 
school. Unfortunately, this year the event itself was cancelled 
due to the coronavirus restrictions. 

“The children really enjoyed the project and I hope we 
can join in next year” 
Year 6 Teacher, Park Walk Primary

Continual Professional Development
We delivered training for Newly Qualified Teachers in Local and 
Outdoor Learning for Kensington and Chelsea and Westminster 
Education services. We ran a workshop on the future of 
environmental education for the London Environmental 
Education Forum conference at the Natural History Museum 
in January. We also continued to facilitate the Geography and 
History Good Practice Network. 

Earls Court
This year 5 school groups focussed on green spaces in the local 
area, visiting local streets, markets and parks and Brompton 
Cemetery to discover more about their local area.

“The children were very excited to explore their local 
streets and we found so much that we could take back 
to the classroom for further learning.” 
Year One Teacher, Fulham Primary School.

Annual Projects Special Projects

Active Local Learning

Earls Court Community Project
St. Andrews Youth Club joined us for some memorable days 
out including taking a tour of Hampton Court Palace and 
grounds and trying their hands at inventing at the Institute of 
Imagination.

The West Kensington Seniors explored, amongst other places, 
Kensington Palace, The Orchid Festival at Kew Gardens and 
Kenwood House. In the winter they tried out some printing 
techniques for making Christmas cards with help from a local 
artist.

“The ladies have really enjoyed all the outings. We all 
learn something new and look forward to the next 
visit!” 
West Kensington Seniors group, Project Leader.

Natural Explorers
We worked in partnership with West London Zone on a 
project to connect children with their local green spaces and 
nature, aiming to improve their social skills and their future 
achievements in the classroom. We worked with groups of 
children from 4 primary schools in north Kensington, Old Oak 
and White City areas.



Mudlarks Project

City of London Project
Community and school groups explored the fascinating and rich 
culture and heritage of the city, thanks to support from The City 
of London. Places we visited include the Museum of London, 
The Mithraeum, The Guildhall, The Royal Exchange, the Guildhall 
Art Museum, Leadenhall Market, Tower of London and St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. We visited the Sky Garden, on top of the Walkie 
Talkie building in Fenchurch street, to see the amazing view of 
the city, with the River Thames stretched out like a ribbon before 
us. We also got a great view of skyscrapers like the Cheesegrater, 
the Shard and Heron Tower that dominate the city’s skyline 
today. Many of the participants enjoyed exploring the alleyways, 
courtyards, cobbled streets and churchyards not easily seen from 
the main roads. 

“Absolutely loved exploring the city with Urbanwise. We 
learnt so many new things and found places we would 
never have discovered. I’m definitely returning here soon 
with my family!” 
Community Champion, Church Street, Westminster.

Hammersmith & Fulham Mudlarks
We delivered a new project with London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham, focusing on plastic pollution in 
the River Thames and Grand Union Canal. Throughout the 
project we worked with five different primary schools who each 
explored a different theme. The project involved working with a 
range of partners including, The Royal College of Art (RCA), BBC 
Studios, Plogolution, Western Riverside Waste Authority, Thames 
21, Lyric Theatre and The Whale Company. It ended with a 
conference in July at the Lyric theatre, attended by participating 
children who presented their projects to the audience. Talks 
from Sian Alexander, Lyric Theatre Executive Director, Jan Parnell, 
LBHF’s Assistant Director of Education, Councillor Larry Culhane, 
Cabinet Member for Children and Education, Praveen Gopalan, 
Sustainability Executive and Jonathan Williams, Blue Planet 
Executive Producer from BBC studios contributed to a lovely 
event.

“I enjoyed making a song for children and for adults to 
learn to care for the environment” 
Year 5 student, Miles Coverdale Primary School.

Bazalgette’s London Past and Present
We marked Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s 200th Birthday with 
starting a new project supported by National Heritage Lottery 
Fund. Bazalgette was a truly remarkable Victorian engineer 
who is best remembered for creating London’s sewage system. 
He almost single-handedly changed the River Thames from 

an open sewer into one of the cleanest urban rivers in the 
world. His work remains hugely significant and relevant to 
how London looks and works today. We began this project by 
working with one primary school and leading some riverside 
walks and a bridge building and photography session with 
local young people. 

Green Detectives 
We received support from the Westway to run urban 
environmental education sessions with two primary schools 
in North Kensington, celebrating culture and heritage, whilst 
improving health and well-being. School sessions explored the 
green areas in North Kensington, the Westway’s Wildlife Garden 
and Meanwhile Gardens and children created a family guide to 
these spaces.

ESTEEM Club
ESTEEM club participants learnt new skills (coding, crafting, 
making, design thinking and prototyping) while working on 
projects with an environmental focus and citizen science ethos. 
We aim to foster STEM skills while learning how to solve local 
environmental and social issues encouraging ‘21st-century 
skills’ such as innovation, cooperation, creativity, critical thinking, 
communication, entrepreneurship, and resilience. We ran our 
first ESTEEM club at North Kensington Library with support from 
Imperial College London.

“It was great learning how to code and working on 
solving some of the planet’s problems” 
ESTEEM Club participant

Moya O’Hara, Director



About 
Urbanwise.London
Urbanwise.London is a voluntary organisation which was established in 
1983 as Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre.

Urbanwise.London’s aims are to :

• Promote active outdoor learning in the local area

• Help young people communicate their views and ideas on 
environmental issues which concern them

• Bring together young people, teachers and expert professionals to 
examine issues around environmental change. 

The Centre’s small team has extensive teaching experience with children, 
young people and adults. They are experienced in designing and developing 
learning materials relating to the local area for all age groups. Teacher 
training is also delivered to local teachers and environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes are delivered for groups from 5 - 18 
years. We follow the National Curriculum with the local area as a focus, 
encompassing aspects of history, geography, science and citizenship. We 
support a creative curriculum by offering memorable experiences outside of 
the classroom and emphasise active learning grounded in young people’s 
experience and perspective. 

Urbanwise.London additionally offers educational workshops and walks to 
families, adults and work teams.

 

Events 
We also participated in some lively family 
and school events throughout the year. 

World Car Free Day 

Foreshore Festival

ESTEEM Club Celebration 

Margravine Cemetery 150th Birthday

Riverside Guided Walk



Finance
This year our income was £107,685* and our total expenditure was 
£108,157, leaving us with a deficit of £472.

Many thanks to our funders this year: London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea, John Lyon’s Charity, National Lottery Heritage Fund, City of London, 
London Community Foundation, Community Fund (Big Lottery), West London Zone, Imperial College 
and local schools.

Mary-Lou Wedderburn, Treasurer

School Travel £20,000 (LBHF)

Earls Court Project £20,100 (C&C Management Services)

Schools and Community Projects £15,975

Local Active Learning £11,612

EC Community £10,225 (London Community Foundation)

Children’s Parliament £9,363 (£4683 RBKC & £4680 LBHF)

Mudlarks £8,880 (LBHF)

Education fees £6,678 (Schools)

City of London Walks £6,390 (City of London)

Bank Interest £20 

*After repayment of £1,558 to National Heritage Lottery Fund

Salary and Pension Costs £76,802

Freelance Staff £15,465

Project Materials and Expenses £4,496

Premises Costs £1,270

Governance Costs £3,923 

Professional and Accountancy £1,453

Printing, Stationary & IT £2,614

Travel, Training & Sundries £2,134

Expenditure
£108,157

Income
£107,685
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Moya O’Hara (Director)
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Cathryn Maund (Vice-chair)
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Volunteers
Brenda Button Matta
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Christian Pedercini
Adam Herne
Emmanuel Simon
Elaine Green
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